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Florida developer Sergio Pino
found dead amid FBI ‘murder
for hire’ investigation
Pino’s death marks a startling turn weeks after the FBI raided
his waterfront home in the posh Coral Gables neighborhood.
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FBI and police are seen on the street near developer Sergio Pino's home in Coral Gables on Tuesday. [ PHOTO BY AL DIAZ | Miami Herald ]
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Real estate developer Sergio Pino, one of the country’s largest Hispanic residential

builders, died by suicide Tuesday morning after FBI agents arrived at his

Cocoplum home amid what the bureau called a “murder for hire” investigation

related to threats made against his estranged wife, Tatiana Pino.

It was a startling end for a prominent businessperson who faced a federal inquiry

into whether he had any connection to a group of men charged with stalking and

threatening his wife of more than three decades during a contentious divorce. The

dissolution of the couple’s marriage had played out in shocking headlines

since FBI agents raided Pino’s Coral Gables home and office in late June — the

pages of their divorce file show the couple relaying alleged incidents of poisoning,

vehicle fires and a drive-by shooting at Sergio Pino’s home in recent years. Threats

made against Tatiana Pino and her sister, including arson and a hit-and-run, led

to the arrests of four men, including one of Sergio Pino’s household employees,

earlier this year.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Early Tuesday, weeks after the first raid, FBI agents descended on Sergio

Pino’s Coral Gables neighborhood as part of a “search and arrest” operation

related to a murder-for-hire investigation that began in the fall of 2023, according

to a statement by Special Agent in Charge Jeffrey Veltri. A SWAT team entered

Pino’s home after attempting to call out to anyone inside and getting no response,

according to the FBI’s statement. Veltri said that Pino, who was 67, died of a self-

inflicted gunshot wound and that FBI agents discovered him “alone in an upstairs

bedroom.”

Law enforcement raided another home in Cutler Bay as part of the operation. One

person was arrested, according to Veltri, who did not provide the suspect’s name

or further details.

In a statement Tuesday afternoon, Pino’s criminal defense attorney criticized the

FBI’s actions.

“Sergio Pino took his own life today,” said lawyer Sam Rabin. “The level of law

enforcement activity at his residence was unprecedented and unnecessary,

especially since we had offered to surrender him, should that have become

necessary. Today’s events mark a very tragic ending to an investigation that we

were confident we could successfully defend. There were many rumors and

allegations, but what was lacking was evidence.”
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Pino, the founder of Century Homebuilders Group and a high-profile Miami-Dade

County builder and political donor for decades, had denied any involvement in the

incidents involving his wife.

The striking scene in Cocoplum unfolded Tuesday morning as FBI agents returned

to Pino’s home, where the couple once lived together. For much of the

morning, Coral Gables police cruisers blocked off Isla Dorada Boulevard, where

the house is located. A series of loud bangs could be heard from about a block

away, beginning at 9:30 a.m., about every 15 minutes. Two helicopters hovered

overhead at the waterfront estate, near the Cocoplum Yacht Club.

Around 10 a.m., Coral Gables Fire Rescue arrived with lights on. Thirty minutes

later, an ambulance left with lights on but no siren. Around 11:30 a.m., a van from

the Miami-Dade County Medical Examiner’s office arrived in the area.

The Miami-Dade Medical Examiner’s office later confirmed that Pino died inside

his home on Isla Dorada Boulevard around 10:20 a.m.

The residence was not visible from the area blocked off by law enforcement on

Tuesday morning.

A person in the neighborhood told the Miami Herald that law enforcement

surrounding the house appeared calm, with weapons pointed at the ground. The

person said that at one point they heard police say over the megaphone that they

would breach the front door.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Global Study: Opportunities to Study Abroad
Sponsored by Search Ads| Study Abroad

>

Spend your days with Hayes
Subscribe to our free Stephinitely newsletter

Columnist Stephanie Hayes will share thoughts, feelings and funny business with you
every Monday.

Enter email Sign upSign up

Donate

Menu SubscribeSubscribe

7/22/24, 5:49 PM Florida developer Sergio Pino found dead amid FBI ‘murder for hire’ investigation

https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida/2024/07/16/sergio-pino-dead-suicide-miami-fbi/ 3/7

https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article289614680.html
https://smeagol.revcontent.com/v3/NzppKjJul0PfGVFeNpMwczMy5v_Ft-l5UiKaNXAxTW0QW7LT0e_YVPYgdbKDK-PNLZm-aggdLJ7QpncKW6KvMWYQolMTfJp8n2Fx_btOYV2M0J1Daetf5KTk8WDkG_ddt0yRRmKK7hJrYeQtB23L3uKQsGbqZX6xHe5N8bw9Ra8Ymsv8dm_by3FrGlLoFwxWl-J_voAaI3A68iguH3r8YK_5xBGo4V6qx56MtKfaYFq-TzsG37cCjmWz-ivnkMS7xK7Colb3TKTRYusDtUoH7-C7qcu8mZNIHxpmVMwCv5E8JyVqvfpnxJ82-CgQlI5XZXy0-3iMO994CmzEQdM3YDSp_HiIHy6pIP8zrBMYn0VsVypUwxcQwi2DV0MtpOe_3-tBzR0zI3lK7j1iEYQwYdrV4fWFRKG2LOZFtm74jHL88_oT2xRQgp9masYLO7IHJ2ZVxL-LhxWl7LzRpjkK1_vjRgkbXNJ0QG6s0y8nChQbAzaNFGDCIXCabTZ1-b2DcR0bo8PUvqZTSVvuW6L5fWDqGHGp4-bYsBxjS-vzt1HFyS1-7SSrdKDqUPDIkL1zf0AnfTnZSbs42a1GQS55u_m6Iugc2k5xIopPwZPvVsJUMMqGG3Gk-pR21D27pa_6xVS-eh0_Et_iaAM160VwW_PUXFJ2t2PiiN6Xuxw9y_ck0Qn8uHuzi-5VOGUMtVHvUXlFDkmnHvDj0JuwVqlBXZxH-TVlQXAfh75WsErvaqUnKQWHO-uL2NQgr1kMoYHUUzNDfv2hxefBwsUaFC-vZBOoP4MmKm6iOw6hKdiaJ_dM3t0zXQqejVY?p=GgFDML2n-7QGOiQzZjkxMzA1Ny1iYzc3LTQ5ZDAtODNlMS05OTJkMDc2NTY2MWJCJGM3ZjY1YWU0LWQ1YmYtNDU3NS1hZDk3LTFkN2EwOGZhY2RmMUoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQy_MFWO-yEGIGb3BzLmNvagdkZXNrdG9wkAEB2AGyjvABkQIUrkfhehTeP6oCCjQ3LjE2LjAuMjXqAhIKCXRlc3RfbW9kZRIFZmFsc2XqAhcKDnVwc2NhbGVkX2ltYWdlEgVmYWxzZeoCEQoIZ3JheV9pbXASBWZhbHNl
https://projects.tampabay.com/projects/donate/?utm_source=tampabay&utm_medium=navbar&utm_campaign=donate
https://www.tampabay.com/
https://subscribe.tampabay.com/?flow_type=subscription&g2i_source=tampabay&g2i_medium=header&g2i_campaign=default&utm_source=tampabay&utm_medium=navbar&utm_campaign=subscribecta


UP NEXT: Man bitten by shark while spearfishing off Key West, police say

Tatiana Pino’s lawyer, Raymond Rafool, declined to comment Tuesday afternoon.

“Under the circumstances, we are not commenting at this time,” he said.

Four Miami-Dade men, including an employee of Sergio Pino’s, were arrested

earlier this year in connection with threats and attacks against Tatiana Pino and

her sister. Bayron Bennett, who worked putting together food and beverage service

on Sergio Pino’s yacht, is accused of recruiting Michael Dulfo, Edner

Etienne and Jerren Howard to carry out a hit-and-run at Tatiana Pino’s residence

and multiple arsons at her sister’s residence. The four men have pleaded not

guilty.

A rented Home Depot trailer rammed into Tatiana Pino’s car as she pulled into her

driveway after a day of divorce proceedings in August 2023. And three vehicles

were set ablaze in two separate arsons at Tatiana Pino’s sister’s residence.

In a motion filed on July 5, Tatiana Pino’s divorce attorney said there had been

another “attempt on Ms. Pino’s life just weeks ago at her home.” Pinecrest police

have refused to release the report from that incident because it is part of the

ongoing federal investigation.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

In court testimony, Tatiana Pino said she blamed health problems on what she

believed was a poisoning attempt by her husband. Sergio Pino had denied that

allegation.

And he testified that he had also received threats throughout the divorce

proceedings.

A month after Tatiana Pino filed for divorce, Sergio Pino said someone shot at

his Coral Gables home and that he had received threatening phone calls around

that time.

In September 2023, shortly after the hit-and-run at Tatiana Pino’s

residence, Sergio Pino said someone set his car on fire. About a year before that,

he testified, another car of his was vandalized.

©2024 Miami Herald. Visit miamiherald.com. Distributed by Tribune Content
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